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I,—Foreran Pol rrios. 


357. Commenting on * e 5 may 2 . the Future of 
1 the Indi ire, the Hi atriot entertains 
7 7 nn no fear of a Russian advance on the Indian fron- 
- 5 In the following quotation it dismisses the idea of Russian conquest of 
ndia:— 5 5 
Those who have any knowledge of the military organisations of England 
and Russia are aware that there is not the slightest chance of the Russian 
Bear vanquishing the British Lion. And the internal strength of the British 
Government is such, British prestige in India is such, the blessi of British 
rule are so keenly 1 by the people of India, the — of our 
country men to the British Throne is so sincere, and the relations between the 
rulers and the ruled are so cordial, that no other foreign Power can ever hope 
to establish a footing in India. We hear of Russian dreams of conquest. 
Well, these are only dreams, mere shadows, which can never be converted into 
realities.” | 
358. In spite of the protestations in Parliament of the early termina- 
ise Wathen Cteonian tion of the war, the Indian Mirror holds a con- 
; trary opinion on account of the Methuen disaster, 
which will inspire the Boers with fresh hope and vigour. Touching on the 
causes of this reverse, it asserts that it was as much due to Boer strategy as 
Lord Methuen’s “‘ crass incapacity.” This is not the first of his blunders, and 
considering that Sir George White has been “mildly disgraced,” General 
Gatacre censured, and Sir Redvers Buller “utterly discarded,” the Mirror fails 
to see why Lord Methuen was not removed from his command Tag See, and 
is surprised that he should have received the support of Lord Roberts, Lord 
Salisbury and Mr. Brodrick. | i 
359. The Anglo-Japanese Alliance, writes the Indian Mirror, is intended 
3 Alien to prevent Russia from enjoying the fruits of the 
e Rates sensed %. Manchurian Convention, and it is feared that 
despite the pacific disposition of the Czar and the honeyed assurance of his 


ministers, the Treaty has caused no love to be lost between Russia and Great 
Britain. | 


The Czar’s pressing invitation to the French President looks as if a closer 
Franco-Russian Union is meditated. The Kaiser before long cannot help 
choosing sides, and a consideration of all circumstances would show that the 
Treaty does not make for peace. 


he Mirror does not consider the alliance of an particular advantage 
to Great Britain, and finds that it will only precipitate the Anglo-Russian crisis. 


II,—HomeE ApMINIsTRATION, 


(a)—Poltce. 


360. The Indian Mirror appeals to Sir John Woodburn and the Com- 
ae missioner of Police to purge the neighbourhood of 
2 educational institutions of the dens of vice which 
are fast multiplying, and suggests that Government should prohibit landlords 
from letting for immoral purposes houses situated within the purlieus of 
schools and colleges. 
The Mirror hopes that His Honour will direct the immediate removal of 


the evil, as Lord Curzon laid particular stress on this subject at the Educational 
Conference. | 


(b)—~ Working of the Courts. 


361. The Amrita Bazar Patrika draws the attention of the Chief Justice 

1 8 to the excessive work of the Criminal Bench, and 
* — Criminal Bench of the High points out that unless a second Bench is created, 
„ 1 . accused persons cannot hope for protection from the 
alleged illegal or high-· handed proceedings of the lower courts, since the Hon ble 
Judges cannot devote a fair amount of time and attention to their cases, being 


| obliged to keep their files clear, Then, again, it is thought by some that 
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the motions the Bench has to deal with are generally of a frivolous character. 
This is hardly correct; for an acoused person would not pay heavy lawyer's fees 
needlessly, neither would it be to his interest to annoy the trying Magistrate, 
which he does by praying for a rule. 

The Patrika is of opinion that the Criminal Bench should, in the interests 

of all parties, be presided over by an Indian as well as a European Judge. 
362, The Bengalee writes, with reference to the execution of Edon 
: Mulla, who protested his innocence on the gallows, 
The execution of Eden Mulla. that the whole district of Faridpur is of opinion, 


rightly or wrongly, that an innocent man has been hanged, 


(d)— Education. 


363. The Amrita Bazar Patrika learns that several complaints have 

: . been made from candidates at the last Pleadership 

a Pleadership Examina- Examination regarding the setting of questions not 

25 included in the syllabus, and hopes that they will 
be attended to. 


364. Reverting to its review on the working of the Calcutta Madrasah, 
the Moslem Chronicle states that the Arabic Depart- 

The Caleutta Madraah. ment ought to be more popular, and regain the 
strength of its former number of pupils. 

The increase of students in the optional English classes forms an en- 
couraging feature, and a great impetus may be imparted to this side of educa- 
tion b the endowment of certain special stipends, prizes and medals. 

The course of studies may be 8 and improved substantially to 

uip in time men who can be employed as Persian teachers and Professors in 
schools and colleges, or take up independent literary work of translation and 
research. The Madrasah must be reformed ona better line, and the Arabic 


Department particularly looked after. 


365. The Behar News is of opinion that the, education imparted at 
schools and colleges has a denationalizing effect 
- owing to the neglect of the vernacular. On this 
ground the existing system is condemned in the case of boys and more so in 
the case of females, for whom there should be another system having a strictly 
national basis. | | 


Female education. 


(e) Municipal Administration and Local-Self Government. 


866. Commenting on the difference of opinion between the Supreme and 
ee Local anes 8 J N 4 the 
P rg proposed improvements of thoroughfares in Calcutta, 
en ee the Amrita Besar Patria thinks the principle laid 
down by the India Government that Calcutta must pay for the work is 
correct. No distinction should, however, be made between native and Euro- 
pean towns. In the case of hill stations like Darjeeling, Simla and Naini Tal 


the authorities have come forward in the most munificient way to assist the 


local municipalities. More than 20 lakhs were granted for the construction 
and maintenance of the European General Hospital in Calcutta, from Pro- 
vincial Funds, every pice of which belongs to the millions in Bengal. 

Neither one croré and-a-half or any appreciable portion of it can be raised 
from Calcutta house-owners, the majority of whom are poor, so to raise the 
fund the Patrika advises an appeal to the European residents and the Port 
Commissioners to help the undertaking. With the exception of a handful of 
native gentlemen, they are the richest parties who live in Calcutta and make 
their fortunes. Besides the bulk of the proceeds of the rates have hitherto; been 
spent for the improvement of the quarters reserved for Europeans. 


367. The Hindoo Patriot asks how the Assessor’s Department can find 


grounds to enhance the assessments in Ward 
No. 6, when the price of lands and houses has 
not gone up, but gone down owing to plague. ‘The last assessments were made 
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only six years ago, and except it be on account of a new structure or new addi= 
tions to an old structure, the reason of enhancement is not clear. eee: 
It hopes the Chairman, whose sense of fairness and justice is well-known, 

will give the much needed relief, and earn an additional right to people’s 
titude. An enhancement of assessment means a permanent burden, and 
that is what touches people to the quick. Even the Income-Tax Department 
take the Municipal valuation of houses for purposes of income-tax assess- 
2 and thus the rate-payer who also pays income-tax is really mulcted 

wice. 


368. The Amrita Bazar Patrika writes. 

“Assessment notices have been issued in Ward 
No. 1 by the Corporation of Calcutta. They have 
created an amount of consternation which it is simply impossible to describe; 
for the enhancements have been unusually heavy. It would be simply im- 
possible for the poor and middle classes to reside in the town if house-owners 
were fleeced in the way they are threatened with. When the turn of other 
Wards comes, a universal cry of despair will be raised from every part of the 


Municipal assessments. 


city. We think the rate-payers of Ward No. 1 and other Wards should lose - 


no time in taking some definite action for the purpose of averting the impend- 
ing calamity, A public meeting should be held in every Ward and a working 
Committee formed to watch the proceedings of the Corporation, Indeed, the 
residents of Calcutta must be up and doing; for their earthly Providence will 
not help them if they do not help themselves.” 


369. The Bengake ina lengthy leader ‘attacks the Calcutta Municipal | 


Act, which, it says, destroyed Local Self-Govern- 


The Calcutta Municipal Act. ment, officialised the Corporation, and had for its 


chief object the structural improvement of Calcutta. At the time Sir 


Alexander Mackenzie intimated his intention of altering the Municipal law of 
Calcutta, it was pointed out to him that to allow of structural improvement, what 
was necessary was nota change of constitution, but due provision of funds. 
The truth of what fell on heedless ears at that time is felt now, witness, says 
the journal, the project to raise a loan of 150 lakhs of rupees by the Municipal 


Corporation for the structural improvement of Calcutta. If the rate-payers 


are to provide the interest charges on this sum, it would be a burden more than 
than they could bear, for the limit of taxation has been reached. Accordingly, 
the Bengaice reiterates the recommendation of the Building Commission that 
the Government should impose a tax on jute coming to Calcutta and make over 
the proceeds to the Corporation to meet the interest charges. 


370. The Bengalee expresses satisfaction at the increase to the salary of 
| the able Vice-Chairman of the Calcutta Corpora- 
tion. This recognition is highly deserved and 
vindicates him from the aspersions of the Government. | 

The proposal coming from the Chairman reveals the Hon’ble Mr. Greer’s 
transparent honesty of purpose and his unflinching determination to do justicel 
to his subordinates, 


371. Referring to the tea planters of Assam who are members of the Local 


j 
The Vice-Chairman’s salary, 


Boards taking contracts from the same Boards, the’ 


| 
2 tea planters and Local Pairiſta is glad to learn, that the bills of several 
European contractors were lately rejected by the 
Silchar Local Board, and thinks that the custom of giving such planters 
contracts, should be put a stop to at once. 
372. In voicing the thoughts and opinions of its countrymen a, say the 
5 result of the new constitution of the Calcutta Cor- 
The Calcutta Municipal Cor- poration, the Indian Mirror states that its last state 
poration. i ae 2 
is worse than the first. Responsible European 
Commissioners are doubtless anxious to perform their duties, but somehow they 
are foiled in their endeavour to improve the condition of the City. The ex- 
tensive powers entrusted to the Chairman make it difficult for him to restrain 
himself or consider any opposition to his plans as anything but obstruction. 
Few good words are said for any of the lesser municipal executives, goa 
A continuance of the rapid increase in the expenditure will inevitably 
aes - taxation, against which the European rate-payers will be the first 
to howl. . 
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The decentralisation scheme removes the necessity of the proposed grand 
and costly Municipal Office, and renders the expense superfluous, since the 
sub-municipalities must bear the cost of their separate housing. 

In spite of all changes, the death-rate has reached a figure scarcely ever 
attained before, and no complaint is heard, as the Government rules and 
Europeans have trespassed into the grounds of Local Self-Government. 


(9) —Rathoays and Communications, inoluding Canals and Irrigation, 


373. The Behar News appeals to the Traffic Manager, Bengal North-West- 


— — Railway, to remove the Assistant Station- 

1 A ama tation-Msster Master of Beguserai to a station where his objec- 

tionable methods and high-handedness will not 

be felt so keenly as at Beguserai, which forms one of the most important sub- 
divisions of Monghyr in respect both of litigation and business. 


374. The Bengalee invites Mr. Dring’s attention to the case in which a 

: | respectable Hindu lady travelling from Howrah to 

12 1 insulted by a Simultalla was at Baidyanath, compelled by the 
* Guard to vacate the second class compartment she 
was in for the benefit of a European or Eurasian lady; and hopes that in view 


of the proceedings of the recent Railway Conference, he will make an example 


of the offender. 

In ita next issue, the same paper publishes an attorney’s letter to the Agent 
of the East Indian Railway, and thinks that the relatives of the lady are doing 
a valuable service to the public and Railway Administratration in pressing the 
matter. 


(M- enscral. 


375. Referring to the great havoc committed by wild boars and leopards 
in Backergunge, the Amrita Bazar Patrika writes 
as follows: Now that sufficient mischief has already 
been done by its suicidal and short-sighted policy, 
we hope the Government will lose no time in withdrawing the order prohibit- 
ing the people from using guns for the protection of their crops, cattle and 
lives from the depredations of wild animals. 


376. The Government Resolution on Land Revenue, contradicting the 
statements made by Mr. Romesh Chunder Dutt and 
others, that the frequency of recent famines was 
largely due to the poverty caused by the excessive land assessment, has, writes 
the Hindoo Patriot, thrown the public mind into doubt as to the real cause. It is 
the duty of the zemindar members of the British Indian Association, who ‘have 
an intimate personal knowledge of the question, to give a decision and also 
“to contradict in en gion terms the assertion of His Excellency the Viceroy 
ricultural prosperity of Bengal has been secured in spite of the 
Permanent Settlement.” 

377. The Bengalee pes to ie yang wg Shi ig to put a stop 
ape o the jobbery that the District Board of Purnea 
FFF are about to perpetrate in granting Mr. Roberts, 
a their District Engineer, an extension of service 

beyond the period sanctioned by Government. 


378. The Bengalee, W ce See 4 the ‘shabby treatment“ 
Cotton has received at the hands of the Govern- 
* and Mr. Cotton and the ment of India, is glad that the wails of the oppressed. 
coolie have found a responsive echo in the columns 

of Truth, whose article on the subject it reproduces. | 
379. The Amrita Basar Patrika, learning that the expected surplus is 
to be devoted to meeting reforms in the army, 
: | | towards which India will be required to contribute 
_ £786,000, is unable to understand how an accidental and temporary surplus 
will be able to meet a permanent burden, and is still less able to justify such 
an arrangement. It maintains that India is not in a position to bear the giant's 
burden any longer. 7 | | 


The result of the disarmament 
policy in Backergunge. 


Land revenue in India, 


The surplus. 
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—— 380. Reverting to the subject of utilising the surplus, the same journal 
th March 1902. remarks that with the prospect of a permanent 
11 The surplus. one | 
annual military burden of over a crore of rupees, 
the expected surplus is of little importance to this country, whose pressing 
requirements on account of plague, famine, sanitary works, dispensaries, &c., 
are kept unsatisfied for want of funds, ; 
Its suggests that the surplus should be made over to the various Local 
Governments for the good of their respective provinces. | 
BENGALES, 381. Whatever may be the causes of the frequency of Indian famines, 
. is becca ty of India, Writes the Bengales, it is England’s duty to prevent 
© mneremang Poverty ot Ends. their recurrence. So far the policy has — merely 
an alleviative one, and Government has done nothing to find out the real cause. 
It has been acting 38 on the principle of “ sufficient unto the day is 
the evil thereof.“ e Government are unwilling to accept the explanation of 
the leaders of the National Congress who have quoted facts and figures to show 
that the excessive land-tax, the oppressive salt monopoly, the exorbitant Home 
charges, &c., are responsible for these cruel visitations. The Bengales however 
asserts that the famines of India are all money famines. Foreign food-stuff was 
not so much wanted by the famine-stricken as foreign money wherewith to buy 
indigenous food-stuff. 

This scarcity of money can only be relieved ‘“ bY relaxing the rigours of 
taxation and by reducing the military expenditure and the Home charges, and 
not by the empirical methods hitherto tried by Government with signal 
unsuccess.“ 5 

BBNGALES, 382, Being a part of the British Empire, India, writes the Bengalee, must 
oh Rares = bear the annual charge of £786,000 thrown upon 
11 military charge upon her by the recent Army reforms, but it is only just 

i that she should be relieved of the entire cost of that 
portion of the British army which is in excess of her requirements, That the 
whole of the garrison is not required is clear from the fact that India could 
spare 20,000 troops for the South African War. The cost of this portion of the 
British Army, which may justly be regarded as a reserve for general Imperial 
purposes, should be borne by the British Exchequer. 

Commenting on the hardships imposed on the famine and poverty-stricken 
population of India by burdening the country with a permanent additional 
annual expenditure of over a crore of rupees for the reform of the army, the 
Bengalee states that no such reformation is needed in India. The people are 
clearly entitled to a reduction of the military charges for at least the 20,000 
troops engaged for the last two years in South Africa. 

be expenses of the Reserve maintained in India for Imperial purposes 
should be paid out of the British Exchequer, and Imperialism should not be 
associated with financial injustice or meanness. 

It is a melancholy reflection that the Government exists primarily for the 
benefit of England, but the whole weight of facts entirely supports it. 

Hixpoo Patrror, 383. The Hindoo Patriot contraverts the statement in the Government of 
— _ India’s Resolution on the Land Revenue policy thiaat 
awe Settlement in it is not in the permanent settlement of Bengal 
: that the raiyat has found its salvation, but in the laws 
which have been passed by the Supreme Government to check its license and 
to moderate its abuses. It asks, as regards the evils of the settlement, such as 
absenteeism, the mischief done by unsympathetic agents, the unhappy relations 
between landlords and tenants, and the arbitrary conduct, sanctioned by law, 
of landholders, whether His Excellency has found these evils in actual existence 
or “is he conjuring up their existence by the force of his imagination? Is he not 
contemplating an abstract question, and is he not creating phantoms which were 
not in existence? The question to be considered is what hu ve been the aciual 
results of the Permanent Settlement. This question has not even been touched 
upon by His_Excellency. He sets himself to examine the potential and not the 1 
actual results of the measure, We are bold to think that he is fighting a shadow. xa 
He applies himself to the task of criticising the settlement with the foregone : 
conclusion that a permanent settlement of land revenue is mischievous. But when 
he finds that the agricultural community in Bengal are prosperous, he has no 
alternative but to maintain that such prosperity is the outcome of subsequent 
legislation. If we come to analyse the statement of the Viceroy, we sball find 


{ 
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that in his opinion the Permanent Settlement, safe-guarded by subsequent 
legislative enactments, have produced the present state of prosperity in Bengal. 
If this be the meaning of His N eb we have nothing to complain.“ 

It proceeds to cite Raja Peary Mohan Mukerji to show that the Viceroy 
has confounded the Permanent Settlement with the regulations subsaquently 
passed for the purpose of affording land-holders certain facilities for bearing 
the burden imposed upon them by the settlement, and mentions that the 
measure “ so carefully and influentially inaugurated, so intimately connected 
with the progress and stability of British Power in India, and so useful 
and beneficient in its effects on the condition of the people, is certainly entitled 
to the lasting support of every Indian statesman and admiuistrator.” 


384. In appealing to the Government to make a public and formal 


| engquiry as to whether, as stated by Mr. Digby, the 
att. Digby's “Prosperous Bri- material retrogression of the people has been one 
50 5 of the features of British rule in India, the Bengalee 
asserts that the only way to prevent famines and the terrible mortality which 
follows in their train, is to stimulate the prosperity of the people. 


IV.—NATIVE STATES. 


385. In the opinion of the Bengalee, the Raja of Tippera has been 
indulging in a mischievous blunder in trying to 
secure the succession of his son, as a hundred years 
of British records, judicial and otherwise, are ranged against the contention of 
the Raja. The Bengalee, asks for a speedy termination of this protracted 
dispute, which has divided the State into contending parties, and the 
Raja has been seriously neglecting his duties and devoting his available 
resources to uphold the nomination of his son. 


The Tippera succession. 


VI.—MISCELLANEOUS. 


386, Commenting on the Bengalee’s appreciative article on the Marhatta 

Brahmins of Bombay rising superior to their caste 

8 422 a superior to prejudices and boldly taking to manual labour, 

. the Hindoo Patriot says: ‘‘ Yes, caste prejudices 

must be sacrificed if they in any way interfere with ‘work’ or karma in the 

modern acceptation of the term. The Marhatta Brahmin has led the way, 
and we must follow his footsteps.” : 


387. With reference to the aglishman’s suggestion to commemorate 
| the coronation of King Edward VII by the 

Fe Englishman and the Coro- abolition of the income-tax, the Bengalee writes :— 
“We are certainly not in favour of the whole- 
sale abolition of the income-tax, and we should not be prepared to regard it in 
any sense as a boon to commemorate the coronation of the King-Emperor. 
We want something more substantial than the abolition.or partial modification 
ok the income-tax. The income-tax is a tax which reaches a section of the 
community who would otherwise be left unteuched. In theory it is unaccep- 
tionable; though in practice it is liable to be attended with abuse. But each 
year the working of the tax shows an improvement. It would be a pity to 


abolish it. What should be done is that the minimum of taxable income 


should be raised to Rs. 1,000. In England it is much more. It is £150.” 


388. The only defect in the income-tax, writes the Amrita Bazar Patrika, 


a ni is that the minimum taxable income ranges between 
ica Rs, 500 and Rs. 1,000. 


In 1901, thirty-four lakhs were contributed by those having incomes 
below Rs. 1, O00, or in other words thirty-four lakhs were realised from 302,827 
men who can scarcely keep body and soul together. If the tax is unpopular, 
it is rng to the hardship and injustice to which the lower classes are sub- 
jected and to the unavoidable oppression involved in its collection from men, 
the majority of whom are petty traders having no regular incomes, 

Taking these circumstances into consideration, and the fact that in Eng- 
land incomes below Rs. 2,000 are not taxed, the Government may well raise 
the taxable income to Rs. 1,000, : 
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389. The Bengalee is of opinion that the cause of Indian progress would be 
stimulated if the domiciled community were to make 
common cause with the Indians and, among other 
things, strive unitedly to obtain simultaneous examinations for the Indian Civil 
and Medical Services; the control of the public expenditure, so far as it relates 
to the internal administration of the country ; and the further expansion of the 
Councils to admit of members of both communities being permitted not only 
to discuss the Budget but move amendments in connection with it. 
390. The Amrita Bazar Patrika compares the Kaiser and Lord Curzon, 
mn; and while finding many points of similarity in both, 
1 aadmires the patriotism of the former, who, in spite 
of his English- blood, is essentially a German. 
Does Lord Curzon, it asks, feel for India as the Kaiser feels for Germany? 
He is an Englishman and at the same time the Supreme Ruler of India. If 
his heart naturally leads him to his country, his duty leads him towards help- 
less India, whose destiny he has voluntarily taken in hand. i 
391. Continuing its artioles on this subject, the same journal contrasts 
i the attitude of the Kaiser towards his people 
9 5 with that of Lord Curzon towards the Indians. 
The former is not only among his subjects, but he is of them, whereas 
the latter stands quite aloof. His Excellency has not a single personal 
friend amongst the Indians, and even his. interviews are short and formal. 
When His Excellency was in Murshidabad he paid visits to “ certain lucky 
individuals.” This honoured and gratified bis guests, but when he refused to 
alight from his carriage, they regretted that His Excellency had come at 
all. | 


The domiciled community. 


The Viceroy as the Supreme Ruler of India should mix freely with the 
people, sympathise with sorrow, encourage merit, rebuke unworthiness, and 
prove to Indians that they have suffered nothing by losing their national 
liberty: thus will the India which was conquered by Lord Clive be won over. 

392. The Bengalee's Benares correspondent writes that for some time past 

there has been bad blood between the two sections 

ser loge defilement ofa Hindu of the community, Hindus and Muhammadans, 

mone whose temples are contiguous, and that lately the 

Hindu idol was found cut up. The sacrilege is attributed to the Muham- 
madans. 7 

The Bengalee suggests that the leaders of the two communities should 
intercede and meet the contending factions half way, and hopes that the local 
officials will bring an unbiassed mind to bear upon the matter. 
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